Bible Studies

Daniel (9)

The Plot of Daniel’s Enemies

Daniel 6:1-14

Introduction


The last time we saw Daniel was on that terrible night when the Medes and Persians overthrew the city of Babylon and killed King Belshazzar. We read in Dan. 5:31 that Darius the Mede took over the kingdom. Those who criticize the Bible say that there is no other historical evidence of Darius the Mede taking over the Babylonian Empire. Different people have different explanations of this. One is that Darius is just another name for Cyrus. Cyrus was the one whom God used to rebuild the temple and resettle Jerusalem. Jeremiah had prophesied that after 70 years of captivity God would return some of the Jews to their land. Jer. 29:10 Isaiah had prophesied long before that Cyrus was the name of the King who would do this. Isa. 44:28-45:1. And this is what happened as we read in II Chron. 36:22-23. Another Bible scholar writes that Cyrus was the nephew of Darius, and while Cyrus was the Emperor of Medo-Persia, Darius was the King under him of Babylon. This is probably the way it was.

Read Dan. 6:1-5

I. Daniel’s exaltation

A. We don’t know how King Darius found out about Daniel. Since Belshazzar was killed that night, it’s surprising that Daniel, who had been appointed 3rd ruler in the kingdom, was not also executed. Dan. 5:29 Somehow Darius must have heard good things about Daniel. Maybe someone even told him about the handwriting on the wall that had predicted Belshazzar’s death and been read and interpreted by Daniel. Instead of being executed, Daniel was given a position of leadership. Darius wisely split up the kingdom, and appointed 120 satraps to act as governors or magistrates of the various provinces. But Darius didn’t want to have to keep track of all those 120 satraps, so he appointed 3 administrators to whom the satraps were accountable, “so that the King would not suffer loss.” In other words, the 120 satraps had to account to the administrators for their time, the ruling of their province, and the money entrusted to them. Evidently the King did not fully trust them, but he must have trusted the administrators because he left everything in their hands.

B. Daniel was one of the 3 administrators over the satraps. As far as we can determine, he was 82 years old by then with about 65 years of experience, usually in a leadership capacity. Daniel had not changed from the wise, intelligent, committed young man he had been when he was first captured. Dan. 1:8, 20. Evidently his whole life had been devoted to excellence and purity. Now as an old man we read of him: “Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities, that the King planned to set him over the whole kingdom.” Although Daniel was evidently not in a high position during Belshazzar’s reign, he had been ruler over the province of Babylon (the capitol) under Nebuchadnezzar. Dan. 2:48 Now, under an entirely different kingdom – of the Medes and Persians – Daniel was about to be made Ruler No. 2 under Darius! Daniel, like Joseph before him, was to be elevated to a position second only to the King. Evidently the King wanted what God wanted in this case because Daniel ended up in that position in spite of the efforts of his colleagues to destroy him. 

II. The jealousy of Daniel’s colleagues

A. Jealousy then entered the picture. When the other 2 administrators and the 120 satraps heard that the King planned to set Daniel over the whole kingdom, they couldn’t stand to see him elevated even further. Probably one of the reasons was that he was a Jewish exile. Probably most of them were Medes or Persians. They may have been younger also and didn’t like this old man in charge of them. So they tried to bring him down in the eyes of Darius. But that wasn’t easy because King Darius liked, admired and respected Daniel. They had to find an underhanded method to discredit him. Their first attempt was to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs. That was probably their first thought, because that was the area in which they could be caught! If this were done in most countries today, they would have been successful in finding something crooked. 

B. But Daniel was all he should be for his God and the country that he served! They could find no corruption in him. He was completely trustworthy. He was neither corrupt nor negligent. Daniel did not neglect any part of his responsibility. He did not misuse his time or his power or the money entrusted to him. May the Lord find us faithful and trustworthy with our time, our work and our money. Finally these men recognized to their amazement that they would never be able to find a basis for charges against Daniel. By that time they should have respected and admired him for the exceptionally good man that he was. Instead they became more jealous and angrier because his good contrasted with their evil. So they got their heads together and decided that their only hope was to get him in the area where he was different – the law of his God. It reminds me of Paul before Felix in Acts 24:13-16. The Jews could not prove their charges against him, so they accused him of being a follower of Jesus.

Read Dan. 6:6-9

III. The evil plot

A. The enemies of Daniel decided to set a trap to catch him in relation to the law of his God. Of course, God’s law was important to him, but where they caught him was not in relation to God’s law, but in his devotion and love of God. Daniel was so devoted to his God and so committed to the ways of his God that it was obvious to onlookers that he was different because his God was different! The big problem these men had was how to bend the king to their evil scheme. Darius favored Daniel to the point that he was ready to set him over the whole kingdom. They had to find a way to trick the King without endangering their own lives. The best way to do that was to use the King’s pride to their advantage. First, they lied to the King, telling him that all the administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors agreed that he should issue an edict that raised him to the level of a god. This has often been done in history, especially in the Roman Empire where the Caesars required men to worship them as gods. The truth was that Daniel had not agreed, and he was their leader! In fact, this was all done behind his back.

B. These schemers flattered the King by exalting him not only above men but the gods. The law they wanted was that no one could pray to or ask a request of any god or man except the King for 30 days. Next, they had him set a fearsome punishment for disobedience – the lions’ den! I’m sure they couldn’t wait to see Daniel thrown in there! Finally, they reminded the King that once he signed the decree it would become unalterable. The laws of the Medes and the Persians were like that. Once the King signed it into law, no one – not even the King himself – could change it. Esther 1:19 King Darius showed by his acquiescence that he was not a very wise ruler at that point. He may have been drinking heavily which would have obscured his judgment. What were the King’s mistakes? 1.) He didn’t check to see why Daniel wasn’t with the others. 2.) Since he respected Daniel enough to make him No. 2 in the kingdom, why didn’t he talk to him about this? 3.) Didn’t he know Daniel well enough to know that he worshiped God and would not pray to any other? 4.) Why wasn’t he suspicious when they insisted that the decree be put in permanent, unchangeable form? 5.) The bottom line was that his pride made him blind to the potential harm to Daniel, himself, and his kingdom. 

Read Dan. 6:10-14

IV. Daniel’s reaction

A. The Bible is so precise about details that help us understand both God’s character and the character of the men and women who followed God. Here we read: “When Daniel learned that the decree had been published…” He knew the facts; the choice was clear. Like the 3 men who were thrown into the fiery furnace, he knew exactly what he was doing. Dan. 3:16-18 I’m sure that Daniel also knew that his colleagues had set this up to get rid of him. He knew he would be watched. Maybe he could hide from these accusers and worship and pray to his God in secret. That would not be bad. But then if he were asked whether he was secretly praying to his God he would have to lie. No! Daniel went to his upstairs windows where he could pray toward Jerusalem as he always had done before. 3 times a day he knelt there praying and giving thanks to God as he always did, knowing hat he was in clear view of the “watchers”. Psa. 95:6 
B. Consistency is so important. Observers can see whether we are real by our habits of life. What was Daniel doing on his knees in clear view of his enemies, knowing that the judgment for this was the lions’ den? He did what all of us would do, I’m sure. He asked for God’s help. (v. 11) But his prayer was not just a plea for help and deliverance. He acknowledged God’s mercy and blessings by praying a prayer of thanksgiving. It’s not easy to thank God when you are surrounded by enemies determined to destroy you. Daniel was probably 82 years old. He could have been feeling sorry for himself. After all his years of faithfulness not even the King whom he served could see through this plot against his life. Daniel made no attempt to hide his devotion to God or his dependence on God. He would not go to Darius to plead for mercy, but would depend on the Lord to carry him through whatever he had to face. He was entrusting himself into God’s hands for life or death!

V. The spies report

A. Of course, the schemers were very happy to catch Daniel in the act of praying to his God. That was the whole purpose of their trap. They asked the King if he hadn’t published a decree about this praying business. Of course, they knew he had because they were the ones who talked him into it! The King said the decree had been made and couldn’t be repealed. Notice what they said in their accusation. It shows the deceit and discrimination in their hearts. First, they called Daniel “one of the exiles from Judah”. Arioch and Belshazzar had done this. Dan. 2:25; 5:13 That’s going back at least 66 years to Daniel’s captivity. But he was presently their colleague and in fact the first among them! They were trying to arouse discrimination in the King’s heart to turn him against Daniel. Next they said, “He pays no attention to you.” That was not the whole truth either. He paid such complete attention to the king that they could not discover any corruption or negligence. Actually, Daniel probably paid better attention to the king than they did! The only point at which he did not obey was in the worship of his God.

B. Now finally the King saw his own foolishness and pride, and the scheming of his chosen leaders. He was greatly distressed, probably more at himself than at them. It reminds me of King Herod and the beheading of John the Baptist. Mark 6:25-28 He tried unsuccessfully to find a way out so that he could deliver Daniel. There was no way out, as the schemers had made perfectly plain. We wonder what would have been the outcome if Daniel had compromised. What if he had hidden himself to pray and worship? He could have thought, “It’s only 30 days. I can pretend to worship the King but in my heart worship God.” If he had done this, Daniel would have lost his credibility with the King, his colleagues and those over whom he ruled. Even temporarily, he would have been putting the King, and his own safety, on a higher plane than God. He would have lost God’s blessing and compromised the very reason why God put him in that high position. And the great opportunity for demonstrating the character and power of God would have been lost. It’s up to the Lord to decide how to best glorify Himself and reveal His character – through a dramatic rescue or the dramatic death of His loving followers.

Conclusion


We must be careful today that we don’t compromise our stand for Christ. He makes it clear that our witness must be with our mouths and our lives as well as our hearts. Rom. 10:9-10 Daniel was an old man. He could have thought that surely God didn’t want him to suffer so late in life. Aren’t we supposed to retire and live an easy life when we’re old? Today the Word Faith people teach that no one should be sick or suffer because God guarantees health and wealth and happiness. They teach that if we don’t have that kind of “ideal life” that it’s our fault. We don’t have enough faith. I wonder what they do with the Faith chapter in Hebrews? It doesn’t sound to me like instant victory and happiness in Hebrews 11:32-40. Some, like Daniel, “shut the mouths of lions” with God’s intervention. Others had just as much faith and yet suffered awful agony and died a martyr’s death. We have to leave the outcome in the hands of God. Our faith is in Him, not in what we can get from Him.

